
 
Sunset  Mesa Par ent  Associat ion  

   Novem ber  2007  
 
Save the Date!  The SMPA will meet on 
Friday, December 7th at 8:30 am in the 
South  Campus Daycare Room.  We will be 
featuring guest speaker, Vicki Smidt.   
 
Vicki Smidt is a speech language pathologist 
who specializes in children, ages 0 to late 
teen, who have articulation and language 
disorders, and those who are hearing 
impaired.   Vicki will speak about articulation 
disorders (speech issues) and their impact on 
spelling, reading, and writing; phonemic 
awareness vs. phonics; and auditory 
processing disorder.  Please join us for this 
special and informative event! 
 
Dates to Remember:  
 
¥ December 5 - School Spelling Bee 
¥ December 7- SMPA General Meet ing 
¥ December 20 Ð Teacher In-service Ð No 

School 
¥ December 21- Jan. 4 Ð Winter Break- No 

School 
¥ January  7 Ð Classes resume 
¥ January  21 Ð No school, MLK Holiday 
¥ January  25 Ð 4th & 5th Grade Musical 
¥ Febru ary  8- SMPA General Meet ing 
 
Nort h Campus Flag Cere monies: 
 
¥ December 3----Aerobic Dance Club 
¥ December 10--Freir ich 3rd Grade 
¥ December 17--Cervantes 1st Grade 
¥ January  14 -----Russo 1st Grade 
¥ January  23------Greene Kindergarten 
¥ January  28------Trimble Kindergarten 
 
 

 
Letter from the President 
 
The officers and committee heads of SMPA have 
had a busy fall season organizing coffees, lunches, 
training classes, and swaps to promote community 
and provide support to our Blue Ribbon school.   
 
We are so proud of Sunset Mesa’s new designation 
as a Blue Ribbon School!   We encourage you to 
read the school’s application to the U.S. 
Department of Education, which you can find at 
www.ed.gov/programs/nclbbrs/2007/applications.  
You will find interesting statistics about our school 
community, an explanation of student assessment 
methods and curriculum choices, and even 
mention of us –the parents-who “want high-level 
academics and traditional values; and are engaged 
positively in our children’s learning and lives.” 
 
This is a great time to consider supporting our 
school in yet another way – with a donation to the 
Sunset Mesa Teacher Endowment Fund. The Fund 
provides grants of financial support to teachers and 
staff who want to further their education and 
training.  The Endowment is entirely independent 
of the Sunset Mesa Schools and is administered 
through the Albuquerque Community Foundation.  
You will find more information in this newsletter. 
 
Finally, we hope to see you at our general meeting 
at 8:30 am on Friday December 7.  We will have a 
special presentation from speech and language 
pathologist Vick Smidt.   
 
Charlotte Schoenmann 
 
The Par ent Post  is edited and coor dinated by the 
SMPA Communicat ions Commit tee.  If  you would 
like to submit  something for  the next  newslet ter  
or  ar e inter ested in contr ibut ing in any way - 
please contact  Kelly Caper ton Ð 
kcaper ton@mac.com 



 
Community  Building 
 
Thank you to Med Train for providing us with a 
CPR course Friday, Nov. 9.  We had a large 
group of folks attend who are now ready to 
drop everything and save your life.  At the 
next parent coffee you can rest easy knowing 
that if you choke on your donut, a trained 
parent will jump to your aid and save you! 
 
Be on the lookout for our next event.  No 
decisions have been made; so if you have a 
great community building idea, please contact 
Jennifer Salerno at JLSalerno@yahoo.com. 
 
Sunset Mesa Cookbook 
 
The Sunset Mesa School Cookbook is 
finished!  As you might remember, the SMPA 
Cookbook Committee collected recipes from 
students and staff throughout the 2006/2007 
school year.  This compilation of treasured 
recipes and stories has been published as a 
beautiful cookbook.  The cookbook is 
available for purchase for $10 each.  If you 
pre-ordered cookbooks, you will be contacted 
in the near future regarding your order.  For 
those of you who would like to purchase 
cookbooks, please contact Mickey Mullany at 
323-5896.  These treasured cookbooks make 
for great and inexpensive gifts for holiday gift 
giving.  Please be aware that only 200 
cookbooks are available for purchase and 
sales will be made on a first come first serve 
basis.  Thanks to all of you who contributed to 
this lovely commemorative cookbook.  Look 
for additional information and order sheets, 
which will be sent home in the near future. 
 
Teacher and Staff Appreciation Events 
 
The first grade hosted the Teacher and Staff 
Appreciation luncheon on November 9th. The 
teachers enjoyed lunch catered from The 
Olive Garden and delicious desserts brought 
by the parents.  Thanks to all who helped with 
this event!  

  
Mrs. Fowler and Mrs. ClarkÕs classes hosted 
the South Campus Appreciation Luncheon on 
November 14th.  Everyone enjoyed a home 
cooked Italian meal and tiramisu.  Thanks to 
Paige Melendres, Annie Smidt, and Ellen 
Mather for coordinating this event. 
 
North  Campus Upcoming Events 
The next teacher/staff appreciation luncheon 
for the year will be held in January and hosted 
by the 2nd grade.  Look for more information 
from event coordinator, Julie Ellis. 
 
South  Campus Upcoming Events 
Ms. Jaramillo and Mrs. Lori!s classes will be 
hosting the next south campus luncheon, 
which will be held on February 13th.  Look for 
more information from event coordinators 
Julie Martinez, Margie Levandowski and Kelly 
Caperton. 
 
Sunset Mesa Directory 
 
Directories are in and delivered!  If you want a 
copy, but did not preorder, please complete the 
form below, attach your payment of $5.00 each 
(payable to SMPA), and place this in either of the 
SMPA mailboxes and a copy will be delivered to 
you.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Kathleen Steichen, 821-3131 
thesteichens@earthlink.net.  Thank you to all who 
supported this project! 
……………………………………………………. 

SMPA DIRECTORY 
 

Student’s Name___________________________ 
 

Teacher’s Name & 
Grade___________________________________ 

 
Parent’s Name & Phone 
________________________________________ 
 
Number of Directories _____________ 

 
Payment Attached _________________ 



Thank You To . . .  
 
A huge thanks to the 1st grade parents for their 
contributions towards making the November Teacher 
Appreciation luncheon a success.  We had 
overwhelming support despite a relatively short notice.  
Thanks again everyone!  Kelly Caperton.  
 
I  j ust  want ed t o send out  a great  big THANK YOU t o 
all of  you who volunt eered or donat ed it ems f or t he 
Vet eran' s Day Ceremony! The event  was a big success 
and ran quit e smoot hly f rom st ar t  t o f inish. 
Organizing t his event  was act ually a j oy, especially 
because of  Kat hleen Lucero, my co-planner,  who was 
wonderf ul t o work wit h.  Whi le I  organized the 
parent  communit y, Kat hleen coordinat ed wit h t he 
school administ rat ion. We were  able t o wor k quit e 
ef f ic ient ly as a t eam! Thank you, Kat hleen! 
 
I  also want  t o especially t hank t he f ollowing parent s 
who got  up very  earl y t o set  up and/ or st ayed lat e t o 
clean up t hat  morn ing: 
 
Kat hleen St eichen             Chr ist ine Herman 
Kelly Capert on                   Margie Espe 
Chr is Budagher                  Nancy Marchiondo 
 
Thank you so much f or volunt eer ing your t ime and 
really making t he breakf ast  such a success! I f  I  f ailed 
t o ment ion anyone else, please know how much you are 
appreciat ed! 
  
Those of  you who are af f i l iat ed wit h our Boy Scout s 
should be ext remely proud! They were  very  pol it e, 
ent husiast ic, and eager t o help out . Many of  t he 
parent s and Vet erans comment ed on how wonderf ul 
your boys are! 
  
Last  but  not  least , t hank you t o all of  you who work ed 
t ire lessly in your kit chens t o prepare delect able 
t reat s or  drove mi les f or  t he best  breakf ast  it ems t o 
of f er our honored guest s! Every one was so impressed 
by all t he del icious f ood await ing t hem af t er the 
ceremony! Thank you! 
  
We are  so f or t unat e t o have so many parent s who are 
wi l l ing t o par t ic ipat e in SMS communit y proj ect s. 
Thank you f or all your t ime and energy! 
  
~J anet  Cook 

 
Teacher Endowment Fund 
 
The Sunset Mesa Teacher Endowment Fund is 
currently accepting tax-deductible donations. It is a 
scholarship fund for our teachers, which was 
created to assist them in their professional 
development and to enhance their outstanding 
contributions to Sunset Mesa.  The Endowment is 
independent of the Sunset Mesa Schools 
administration, which does not select the award 
recipients.  The Endowment Fund has an 
independent award selection committee that 
accepts grant applications and chooses grant 
recipients.  Grants are awarded annually or 
biannually, depending on funds.   
 
Anyone may contribute to the SMS Teacher 
Endowment Fund.  Donations are entirely 
voluntary and tax-deductible.  Donations can be 
anonymous or in honor of someone.  Funds are 
invested and administered on our behalf by the 
Albuquerque Community Foundation.  We are 
currently in the process of seeking 501(c) (3) status 
from the IRS. 
 
If you are interested in making a contribution, 
please make your check payable to the 
Albuquerque Community Foundation and mail it 
to P.O. Box 36960, Albuquerque, NM 87176-
6960.  Please be sure to note “Sunset Mesa 
Teacher Endowment Fund” in the memo section of 
your check so the Foundation knows for whose 
benefit the check is.   
 
If you have any questions about this fund, please 
contact Jackie Bregman at 821-4334 or 
jackiebregman@comcast.net.  Please help support 
this cause to keep our school on the leading edge 
of education in Albuquerque!   
 
 
     MARK YOUR 2008 CALENDARS! 
The Parents’ Association will meet on Friday, 
February 8th at 8:30am in the South Campus Day 
Care Room.  We hope to see you there to help us 
begin planning for school year 2008-2009. 
 
 



Teacher Needs 
 
Mrs. Alday is looking for old sheets to be used 
as drop cloths and any size adult shirts (t-
shirts or otherwise) to be used as smocks in 
art class.  Keep her in mind if you are cleaning 
out your closets and bring any items by the 
office.  
 
Yearbook 
 
Just a reminder that we are already organizing 
the 2007-08 yearbook.  Please submit any 
photos you have of school events, field trips, 
class parties, flag ceremonies etc. by either 
email at blucero7@comcast.net or drop the 
photos off in the SMPA box in the front office.  
The pictures can either be hard copies or on a 
CD.   
Also, if you are interested in reviewing all the 
photos and helping in the selection process 
for this year!s yearbook, please contact me 
and we can arrange a good time to meet.  Get 
your photos in before the holiday rush begins 
so you won't forget!  Thank you and please 
call me if you have any questions or 
suggestions.  Kathleen Lucero 228-7766. 
 
Another note:  For those doing retakes from 
MJ Thomas, please send me a note letting me 
know which photo to use in the yearbook.  I 
cannot always tell which photos are the 1st 
takes or retakes and sometimes do not know 
which photo you like bestÉ.  
 
Just For Fun 
 
What are wolves really like?  Come meet a 
wolf and support the Wild Spirit Wolf 
Sanctuary! 
 
When: Saturday, December 8th 
10:00am-noon and 2:00pm-4:30pm 
 
What:  Meet a Wolf- Free;  
    Pet a Wolf- Free 
      Get Your Photo Taken with a Wolf: $5.00    
 

All proceeds will benefit the Wild Spirit Wolf Sanctuary. 
 
Where:  Tom's Photo and Ink 
             4710 Tramway Blvd NE 
 Glenwood Village Shopping Center 
 (Tramway and Montgomery) 
 tel: 299-5330 
 
Parent Kudos 
 
Congrats to Dan Otter who is the leading 
scorer in Albuquerque's Beginning Hockey 
League.  Go Dan! 
 
Congratulations to Rhonda Buffett! Rhonda 
walked 13.1 miles on October 21st in The 
Nike Women!s Marathon to benefit The 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  It was 
held in San Francisco (can you say hills!). 
Way to go Rhonda! 
 
Congratulations to Lisa Brunacini! Lisa ran the 
26.2 miles in the New York City Marathon in 3 
hours, 7 minutes and 10 seconds. Out of a 
field of 39,000, Lisa placed 85th out of the 
women and 61st out of American women.  
Way to go Lisa! 
 
Congratulations to Michelle Jaramillo!  South 
CampusÕ own Mrs. Jaramillo recently passed 
her Montessori certification exam.  Yeah Mrs. 
Michelle! 
 
AndÉco ngratulations to Mary Helen Jordan!  
Mrs. Jordan completed all of her course work 
for her Masters Degree in Early Childhood 
Education.  Way to go Mrs. Jordan! 
 
Classified Ads 
 
Honda Accord 4 door sedan 1994 
Only 60,000 miles; very good condition 
A/C; Sun roof; Front wheel drive; driver and 
passenger air bags; cruise control; power 
windows; navy blue.  Just had 60,000-mile 
maintenance completed. All maintenance 
records available. 
Price:  $4,500       Call:  400-6101 



SMPA Offi cers and Committee Heads 
2007-2008 
 
President:  Charlotte Schoenmann, 
atcg@earthlink.net, 797-7145. 
 
Vice-President:  Karen Robison, 
Karen.robison@comcast.net, 237-1671. 
 
Secretary:  Marie Hamic, mshamic@aol.com, 
306-6861. 
 
Treasurer:  Kathleen Lucero,  
blucero7@comcast.net, 275-1954 
 
Community Building:  Jennifer Salerno, 
JLsalerno@yahoo.com,  (Community Building 
helps design functions, including various 
fundraisers, for parents to interact with other 
parents, i.e. book club, toy drive). 
 
Hospitality:  Janet Cook, 
janet@janetcook.com, 899-4488. 
(Hospitality coordinates back to school get 
togethers, open houses, and first day coffees) 
 
Directory:  Kathleen Steichen, 
thesteichens@earthlink.net, 821-3131. 
 
Events Planning, Julie Baur, 
Julie_baur@dell.com, 286-0293. 
(Events Planning works with SMS 
Administration to coordinate parent volunteers 
for school events, i.e. Fall Get Together and 
Spring About) 
 
Teacher Appreciation, north campus:  Renee 
Humphrey, rhumphrey@comcast.net, 856-
0815. 
 
Teacher Appreciation, south campus: Julie 
Martinez, juliemmartinez@yahoo.com, 980-
2601.   
 
Yearbook:  Kathleen Lucero, 
blucero7@comcast.net, 275-1954.  
 
Teacher Assistance:  Julie Ellis, 
jellis21@comcast.net, 271-9660. 

(Teacher Assistance provides organized help 
to teachers for various school projects, i.e. 
Dalmatian hats!) 
 
Teacher Endowment Fund:  Jackie Bregman, 
jackiebregman@comcast.net, 821-4334. 
 
Newsletter: Kelly Caperton, 
kcaperton@mac.com, 553-0846. 
 
 
***NOTE:  We welcome involvement with 
these various committees.  Please contact the 
committee heads directly if you are interested 
in helping to serve on these committees.  
 
 


